Modification of the 5' terminus of oligonucleotides for attachment of reporter and conjugate groups.
Reporter and conjugate groups can be added directly to the 5' terminus of oligonucleotides by appropriate modification. Conjugate groups can be used to increase the affinity of complementary strands, induce irreversible modification of target sequences, or enable sequences to recognize and permeate target cell membranes. This overview discusses the 5' modifications that can be used and strategies for the covalent attachment of ligands to the modified oligonucleotides. Step-by-step protocols for attachment of conjugate groups are given elsewhere in the series.